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3 2018 Guild Challenge, John Arbon Challenge- ‘The Garden’ 

 

 

From The Chair 

 

As I start writing this I realise its just 10 weeks since the AGM and so 
much has happened  it seems a lifetime away. 

  

Firstly Hilliers; not many children on the first day but they made up for it 
for the rest of the sessions. I think the teachers enjoy the sessions as much 
as the children.  Can anyone tell me how many years has this been run-
ning? 

 

Then Romsey Show; everyone dreading  wet weather but the day dawned 
fine, dry and not too hot. We arrived about 8.30 all quiet. By 9.30 the visit-
ing hordes started arriving at our end of the show ground and they never 
stopped  coming until nearly 5.00pm. Again, does anyone know how long 
we have been attending the Show?  I have been searching for a photo I 
have somewhere of my Mother and Peggy Hutchings spinning at the show 
some 40 years ago.  I know that at that time there was no cost to the guild 
but the only facilities supplied were a few bales of straw.  

 

Then our Taster Day, what a wonderful day,  members bringing all their 
skills to show what can be achieved, not only with spinning and weaving 
but with the many associated crafts.  And to make the day complete many 
visitors, to taste the skills as well as those glorious cakes.  Hopefully some 
of the visitors will soon be members. 

 

Three great events that show the Guild at it's very best. A massive WELL 
DONE and THANK YOU to all members who contributed  in any way.  

 

Richard Grapes. 
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JULY MEETING 

The meeting started with the 67th AGM.  Richard acting as Chairman in 

Della’s absence read The Chairman’s report. The minutes for the AGM 

and new committee for 2018/ 2019 can be found on the Guild website in 

the members section. Website link 

SHOW AND 

TELL 

ALEX had a 

lovely blanket 

woven from 

Shetland 

fleece, needing  

a good deal of 

preparation be-

fore the spin-

ning could 

begin. The colours were all natural shades from dark to very light creamy 

brown in a large colour and weave design with a fringe, there was also 

enough left over to make a matching cushion cover. 

JANET had 

her own ver-

sion of “yarn 

bombing”, 

with a chair 

completely 

covered in 

knitted fabric, 

using odds 

and ends of 

wool and dif-

ferent stitches. 

It looked very 

comfortable 

JOY showed us a coverlet wo-

ven in overshot, depicting Lin-

coln’s coverlet which he used on 

his campaigns in shades of Dark 

Blue, White and Red.   

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0f75c2_4bace5eafeb74cf384e08966b0fd0ffc.pdf
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My Life in Stitch 

Alison Hulme 

Alison is not only talented but also a very humorous speaker, she took us 

on her journey through simple embroidery stitches into machining and lat-

terly silk screen printing. Despite being dyslexic she completed a City and 

Guilds course and then a Degree in Textiles. 

We were treated to a very interesting talk with 

slides to illustrate many of her projects, we were 

able to not only look at but also handle many 

items on display. Alison has experimented with 

many different fabrics, including silk and velvet. 

The ways of  using them covers everything from 

embroidery through appliqué, quilting and ma-

chine stitching, which in one case very cleverly 

showed the subject, which was feet.  It probably 

made many of us think 

about feet as an art 

form in a completely 

different way.   

 



 

6 

Currently screen printing is one of the art forms Alison is using to great 

effect with her pinnys, which are printed on Calico and all made to the 

same design but with many different colours and patterns on them. Alison 

not only gives talks but also exhibits widely, teaches abroad and in this 

country. There was a chance to buy a pinny at the end of the talk or note-

books with a lovely embroidered cover and cards with distinctive pictures 

or patterns, which many people took advantage of.          

 Hilary Thompson 

Louisa Saunders visited the history of Gothenburg museum in Sweden and 

found these. It's a sail weaving loom and then some miniatures that are 

amazing.  
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AUGUST 

No meeting, but lots of outdoor activities happened! 

I would like to say a huge 
THANK-YOU to all our Guild 
members who gave up their 
time throughout August to 
volunteer with help for our ev-
er popular & successful 
Weaving Wednesdays at Hilli-
er Gardens.  

The fabulous summer we 
have all enjoyed was in our 
favour as many parents & 
grandparents made the most 
of the holiday to get out & 
about with their youngsters. 

Hillier Gardens, Weaving Wednesdays 

Uptake was slow to start on 
week one but the following 
two weeks brought us a full 
house, with many children re-
turning for the second or third 
year running and bringing a 
friend, which is always pleas-
ing. Our fourth & final week 
was quieter but none the less 
successful & rewarding. 
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Sadly this year we say au revoir to our own dear Mary Kerr as this 
will be her last year running the back-strap weaving sessions. Mary 
has been a supporter of Weaving Wednesdays since it’s concep-
tion, which I understand is 10 years or more. 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Guild Chair, committee and members I would like 
to thank Mary sincerely for all her help & support during this time. 
August won’t be quite the same without her! However, Mary has 
kindly offered to lend a hand with the preparation of next years ses-
sions, so we will be ‘recruiting’ during 2019 for one or two Guild 
members to carry on the good work & run these two sessions. 

This year we did have some direct competition for our sessions with 
children having the choice of pond dipping as well as the fairy trail 
activities run by Hillier’s. I think we did extremely well in engaging 
with our visitors & introducing them new & alternative  & entertain-
ing ways of occupying their time productively. 

As this was my first year of finalising arrangements for Hillier’s per-
sonal thanks to Caroline for keeping me on the straight & narrow. 

Veronica 
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The Guild were represented at many different venues demonstrating spin-

ning, weaving and dyeing. 

 

       Spinning was the main focus at THE SOUTH DOWNS SHOW. 

At LITTLE 

WOODHAM, 

spinning wheels 

were in the shade 

of the trees. 

At the BRAISHFIELD 

Show Ann and Alex demon-

strated natural dyeing. While 

Richard set up a spinning  

area. 
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THE ROMSEY SHOW 

Although the Romsey show is only one day, a lot of work goes into organ-

izing all the different crafts.  Ella has spent many months working on this 

to make it a wonderful day. 

We were so busy at the Romsey show that some volunteers hardly had time 

to leave for a snack! Especially Richard and Patricia Silver-Warner, who 

were surrounded by people all the time from 9am till 4.30pm!  

I think we should apply for more tickets next year to have a better rotation 

between us, so everyone could have a nice rest and see the other things at 

the show. I also could not mention Jo Finlow, who made such a difference 

letting us use her van to carry all the stuff for the show and Joy Stevens, 

who didn't have a ticket but still sacrificed her time to help us for both days.  

It was a pleasure to work with you all and hope to see you at the next 

show!!!  

Here are some pictures from my phone to show how busy we were!  

Ella 

https://www.facebook.com/patricia.silverwarner?fref=gs&dti=394527113923987&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/joy.stevens.9022?fref=gs&dti=394527113923987&hc_location=group
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Mary was non-stop busy with the peg loom with help from Ann and Rich-

ard. Coral had a great display and was busy weaving all day. Jo and I ar-

rived early to clear up only to find it still busy so we immediately went to 

work demonstrating. 

Della was busy demonstrating  Kumihimo braiding on her Marudai and 

managed to finish the braid she was weaving, as admired by Richard 

Every one was very tired at the end especially Ella and Alex who had been 

there from 7.15am until 7.00p.m.  

Photos taken by Ella, her son, Coral and Caroline from the guild face book page. 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING 

The September meeting is a taster day when members share their skills 

with visitors.  Having seen us at many different locations during the sum-

mer we usually get a great many visitors and this year was no exception. 

WEAVING was very popular with Della, Megan and Coral showing peo-

ple a variety of different looms and letting them ‘have a go’. 

The SPINNERS were kept very busy from the start, teaching both basic 

spinning and blending on the blending board. Beverley demonstrated the 

use of combs to prepare the fleece to spin into a fine thread. 

Karen taught both young and old alike to use the Marudai and create a 

Kumihimo BRAID. 

Ann demonstrated LOCKER 

HOOKING where many  

people showed an interest. 

The SALES TABLE was ex-

tremely busy with visitors 

buying kits to continue with 

their newly learnt skills. 
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SHOW AND TELL 

Beverley organized the ‘Show and Tell’ and we all took a welcome break 

to admire the latest work. 

Megan showed us her weaving taken from Car-

ol Strickler’s 8-shaft patterns book on page 11. 

Coral showed 

‘weaving teddy’ in 

his nice new cool 

waistcoat, as he got 

too hot weaving in 

his winter jumper. 

After our Dorset button workshop, Beverly went 

home and immediately started making Dorset but-

tons.  She particularly liked the idea of a bit of bling 

and made a superb Dorset button necklace which re-

ceived many admiring comments at the Romsey 

show.   

She also 

showed us a 

fine lace 

knitted 

Shetland shawl.  She got the pat-

tern out of the People's Friend 

magazine many years ago and has 

made several since.  The fleece is 

plyed in separate colours and has 

a crochet edge.  She is particularly proud of this shawl as Kaffe Fasset was 

very impressed with it when he saw it. 

Although not part of the ‘Show and 

Tell’ Sally was pleased with the woolly 

socks she knitted from John Arbon 

wool that Sue won in the Guild raffle. 
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Both members and visitors alike enjoyed the lunch provided by the guild 

and especially the wonderful cakes baked by members. During the winter 

months soup is also available. 

Back to School? 
 

A talk and demonstration Ann and Veronica gave at Cherbourg School.  
 

We’ve all enjoyed fabulous weather this summer, September 19th, the 
weather has taken a turn for the worse, it had to happen, but not today! 
Ann Lovick & I are due to meet up at Cherbourg Primary School in East-
leigh at 9.30am to talk to year 5 about Anglo - Saxon spinning followed by 
a demonstration. 
 
We had picked up the request from the school through Ruth’s email (Guild 
secretary)  and as we had done something similar last year at Faccombe we 
thought it wouldn’t be big a stretch to adapt the programme to suit Anglo-
Saxon needs. This is when ‘Team Guild’ came into its own. Again! Ann 
suggested we contact Mary Harris regarding the historic facts and Mary 
came up trumps with enough information for us to work out a 45 minute 
presentation to be delivered to two separate groups. 
 
Mariana loaned some fabulous posters showing the Soay sheep as well as 
all the modern breeds. We started by showing the pupils a rather smelly 
raw fleece, donated by Sue Brewer, (no touching though! H&S rules). Ann 
did a drop spindle demo which proved extremely popular with a queue 
quickly forming ‘to have a go’.  Followed by a ‘hands on’ fleece twisting 
session with plenty of clean fleece for year 5, which they loved.  
 
Throughout all this we talked about how these tasks might have been car-
ried out by the Anglo-Saxon. Bringing them into the present day with a 
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spinning demonstration on my Ashford Travel-
ler. Through the coming year their project aims 
to get them making their own drop spindle 
(great excitement at the prospect) producing 
some yarn, using natural dyes & trying their 
hand at some weaving. So quite an undertaking 
for year five and today was the beginning. In 
our Q&A session two questions in particular 
had me chuckling: 
 
1) How did I make the spinning wheel!  
 
2)  As we knew a lot about this, were we 
around with the Anglo-Saxons! 
 
We’ve given them the website link for infor-
mation about the junior guild which will be cir-
culated to parents, a bit of free advertising, 
never to be missed! 
 
Ann very kindly left them an assorted bag of 
clean Jacobs fleece, so I’m thinking this could 
be something that will come out on a wet play 
day or future twisting sessions. 
 
We opted for a donation rather than fee, the 
school gave us a donation of £50 for Guild 
funds which was pleasing. But not forgetting 
those guild members who helped Ann & I put  
the programme together, a big thank you to Mary Harris, Sue Brewer, & 
Mariana Perry- Zoupanos, we would have been lost without you. 
 
In conclusion, a very satisfactory way to spend a wet & windy September 

morning and they want us back next year, Oh no....   Let’s 

Twist again!  
 
Veronica & Ann 

Photo Credit: Living History 

http://www.millennia.f2s.com/soay_sheep.htm


 

16 2018 Guild Challenge, John Arbon Challenge- ‘The Garden’ 

Fascinating Doubleweave 
 

I know that doubleweave has some very practical uses - weaving a piece of 
cloth double the width of the loom, or making pockets in a piece of cloth.  
But my fascination with it has always been the ability to make patterns and 
pictures by swapping warp and weft threads between two layers.  It’s the 
reason I was attracted to this lovely scarf in a charity shop, and took it 
home to try to understand how the weave worked.   

 
 

Last winter I dabbled in doubleweave with the help of Palmy Weigle’s book 
(available from the Guild library), as well as Jennifer Moore’s book.  I made 
a four shaft sampler to get the hang of the technique, using a pick-up stick 
to make patterns.  The diamond shapes were fun, but I have to say, the 
bird required a lot of concentration and I was tempted to give up.   
 
Pushing 4-shafts even further, Jennifer Moore’s book has instructions on 
how to convert overshot patterns for doubleweave.  Using two contrasting 
colours, you thread the dark warps according to your favourite overshot 
pattern, but follow each dark thread with a light thread on the opposite 
odd or even shaft - ie dark warp on 1 followed by light warp on 3.   
 
I tried this out using a pattern from Anne Dixon’s handweavers pattern 
book (Same but Different - p122).  Again, a bit slow, but I loved the result – 
all the beauty of overshot but without the floats! 
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I then moved on to 8-shafts to try out 
loom-controlled blocks, and with the 
addition of a bit of pick-up to round 
the corners of the squares, came up 
with these two little cushions. 

 

I was reminded of all this on a visit to Wales this summer when we visited 
the Radnorshire Arts and Crafts Foundation’s Museum at Whitton, near 
Presteigne, for their display of Welsh textiles.   
 
I was particularly taken by the striking designs on the traditional Welsh 

“tapestry” bedspreads.  It turns out that the designs are specific to indi-

vidual mills, and we had the chance to see some in production at the    

Trefriw Woollen Mills.  I had a go at creating a simplified draft for one of 

the Trefriw designs.  Sadly this will have to wait until I get a 16-shaft to try 

it out in practice! 

Coral Newton, September 2018 
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Valais Blacknose Sheep 

Photo: New Forest Valais Blacknose sheep (Website Link) 

New to the Forest - A number of Guild members at Romsey 

Show came across some of these sheep for the first time and 

were amazed! They originate from Switzerland and are a dual 

purpose breed for meat and hard wearing fibre.  

There is now a flock of them locally in the New Forest. Visit 

their website (link above) for more information. 

https://www.theblacknosesheep.com/pages/about-us
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HWSD PROGRAMME 2018 
 

17th November 
10:30am Main Hall ‘News & Views’ including 

The Guild Challenge Reveal 
2pm Main Hall - Speaker from Ditchling Museum 

 
 

2018 Guild Challenge, John Arbon Challenge - ‘The Garden’ 

EVENTS COMING UP 2018 

October 18th to November 19th, Hillier Gardens, Romsey 

     Material World, textile selling exhibition,  Web link for more information 

October 27th and 28th, Farnham Maltings, Festival of Crafts, Web link for more 

information 

November 3rd and 4th, Totnes, Devon, Stitchfest Web link for more information 

November 25th, Southampton, University Art, Craft and Gift Fair. https://

www.southampton.ac.uk/conference-and-hospitality/art-and-craft-gift-fayre.page 

December 2nd, Lyndhurst Community Centre, Foresta Artisan Fair, https://

www.stallfinder.com/event/foresta-artisan-fair-87782/173600/ 

For more dates visit the Diary page on our website 

1st December  
 

10am Meet in Main Hall for Tea / 
Coffee 

 
10.30am Main Hall - Speaker 

MAY MARTIN  
‘Life on the Sewing Bee’ 

 
Followed by our own festive 

American Lunch 
 

We each bring a plate of food for 
sharing and a candle in a jam jar 
to decorate the table, making it 
festive and fun. Xmas jumpers 

and hats are optional! 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/hilliergardens/whatson/events/eventdetails?id=386254
http://craft.farnhammaltings.com/portfolio/festival-of-crafts/
http://craft.farnhammaltings.com/portfolio/festival-of-crafts/
https://www.stitchfest.co.uk/
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/conference-and-hospitality/art-and-craft-gift-fayre.page
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/conference-and-hospitality/art-and-craft-gift-fayre.page
https://www.stallfinder.com/event/foresta-artisan-fair-87782/173600/
https://www.stallfinder.com/event/foresta-artisan-fair-87782/173600/
https://www.hantswsd.org/diary-dates
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Hampshire Guild of Weavers Spinners and Dyers Committee 2018/19 

Official Name Contact Details  

Chairperson Richard Grapes Chairofhantswsd@yahoo.com 

Secretary Ruth Holzer secretaryhantswsd@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer Coral Newton coralnewton99@gmail.com 

Programme  
Organiser Jenny Crawford crawfordjenny@gmail.com  

Youth Guild 
and Library Maya Whitmarsh maya.whitmarsh@yahoo.co.uk 

Website Jo Finlow webhwsd@gmail.com 

Newsletter  Joy Stevens pendine@gmail.com 

Committee  Sue Brewer info@secretgardenuk.co.uk 

Louisa Saunders HARMELODIE@aol.com  

Ella  Doney bhb386@hotmail.com 

Events  
Co-ordinator Caroline Tilley eventshwsd@yahoo.com 

Membership Gill Walker 

Beverley Dowdell 

gillian-walker@hotmail.co.uk  

Kenbev995@gmail.com 

Journal  

Subscriptions 
Alex McArdle twistyalex@gmail.com  

The copy deadline for the next Newsletter is  January 2nd 2019. 
 

If you are visiting exhibitions or going anywhere with interesting textile 
related activities, consider writing a short article with a photograph. 

Please email articles and photos to pendine@gmail.com 

www.hantswsd.org 

mailto:gillian-walker@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pendine@gmail.com?subject=Article%20for%20Newsletter

