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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 

 

2018 Guild Challenge, John Arbon Challenge- ‘The Garden’ 

Dear Guild Members, 

 

This is my last letter to you as guild chairperson!!! 

In April I wrote about the wet weather, but we have had some sunshine 
since then and the plants in the garden are growing – along with the lawn 
and the weeds! 

Since seeing you last, Pete and I have had a lovely time at Denbies with all 
the tapestries – seeing all the colour in the tapestries following straight on 
from our June speaker Alison Crosthwaite talking about weaving with col-
our makes me want to start planning my next project.  My current aim is to 
make sure I start using some of the lovely yarns I already have in my stash 
– many of which are natural undyed, so I think I am going to get to grip 
with playing with the dyes I have ready and waiting.  Oh so much to do. 

In August, Pete and I will be visiting Canada – he doesn’t know it yet, but 
I have been looking to see if there is any opportunity to investigate any 
yarn / weaving related places (possibly a yarn store or two) while we are 
there – well you have to don’t you?  But I really shouldn’t be adding any-
thing to my stash. 

I hope you all have a great summer and look forward to seeing you all in 
September at our Taster Day 

 

Anyway as always – keep weaving, spinning and dyeing. 

 

Della 

 

The nominations for the new committee to be voted on at the AGM are set 
out on the next page. 
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Hampshire Spinners, Weavers and Dyers 

Annual General Meeting 21st  July 2018 

Shawford Village Hall at 10.00am. 

                                                 
 

                                       COMITTEE NOMINATION FORM 

 

 POSITION  NAME  PROPOSER  SECONDER 

 CHAIRMAN  Richard Grapes  Della Storr  Denis May 

 VICE CHAIR 
  

  

  

  

  

SECRETARY Ruth Holzer Della Storr Ute Sargent 

  

TREASURER 

  

Coral Newton 

  

Della Storr 

  

  

Alex McArdle 

 PROGRAMME 
PLANNERS 

  

Jenny Crawford 

  

Della Storr 

  

  

Mary Keer 

 Sue Brewer  Della Storr  Karen Parkin 

 COMMITTEE   
  

    

    

  

Ella Doney Della Storr  Karen Parkin 

Maya 
Whitmarsh 

Della Storr  Karen Parkin 

Jo Finlow Della Storr  Karen Parkin 

Louisa Saunders Della Storr Karen Parkin 

Joy Stevens Della Storr Karen Parkin 
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APRIL MEETING 

While the committee had their meeting in the other room Anne Dixon put 

her display out for her talk in the afternoon and the rest of us had fun spin-

ning, knitting and talking, 

Jenny Crawford informed us of the topics the committee had discussed and 

took votes from the members regarding transport costs. 

Unfortunately Karen has had to step down from the committee and Gill 

Walker and Beverley  Dowdell  have agreed to take over the Membership 

and Journals. 

Beverley once again organised the SHOW AND TELL and showed us her 

lovely oven cloths with inkle loom edges.  All made from cotton and there-

fore very washable.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were two rigid heddle looms on show both 

hand made.  Coral’s original one and a moiré em-

bellished one with knobs on.  

Jenny told us about her hand spun knitted Gotland 

Shawl.  The photograph shows how beautifully it 

moves! 
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Inkle Weaving Clinic during the morning. 

There were seven different Inkle Looms in the 

committee room. A mixture of table and floor 

looms all warped ready for use. Anne demon-

strated a floor Inkle Loom using a dark weft 

thread wrapped around a wooden shuttle. It was 

not easy. Her saying was “I don’t do difficult” 

when she threaded or worked the shuttle, well 

she certainly made the process look easy. 

As I have never woven with an Inkle loom this 

was very informative and fully explained with a 

hint on how to remember the sequence of lifting 

or dropping down the heddle as to what side the 

shuttle has to be threaded. The hands-on trial 

sessions gave us different opportunities to use 

wool cotton and silk.  

The pattern styles were varied including traditional Baltic designs and even lettering 

in the weave. 

The warp threads have to move along the loom to enable completion of the band. 

Anne showed us how you hold the warp threads and pull them towards you enabling 

room for the shuttle to carry on weaving the weft thread. 

TIP: Length of the warp is 1½ times the required finished length. 

Anne liked the Inkle loom with the “slider” tensioner, and demonstrated the Rob 

Dunster Inkle Loom and shuttle. Look up Rob Dunster ceramics and you will find 

him. 

The display of Anne’s worked pieces showed different products, including items for 

sale. There were bags, necklaces, book marks even a miniature Kimono. The rayon 

threaded items were very, very, fine. 

There were several books to peruse:  

Sashes from Lithuania, Inkle by Evelyn NeherInkle, Weaving by Helena Bleiss, The 

Weavers Inkle Patterns Anne Dixon        

 

Mary Drake 
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“Inkle Weaving for All” Anne Dixon from Norfolk.                

(email:inkles@tiscali.co.uk) 

Anne started her talk by asking the ques-

tion “What is an Inkle Loom” HER re-

sponse was; if you lived in the middle ages 

any decent person would need one to make 

non decorative straps to help keep their re-

spectability. These straps were mainly utili-

tarian and plain. These were used as a form 

of fastening. Decorative straps the 

“RIBANDS” were dyed after they had 

been made. 

During Neolithic times there is NO real evidence of Inkle Loom weaving, however 

it is believed Inkle weaving was possible. During the Bronze Age, there is evidence 

of short lengths of Inkle weaving being joined together to make a tabby belt discov-

ered in Holland from “The Ectveged Girl” In Shakespeare “A Winter’s Tale” it was 

written in 1611 the pedlars had gloves, masks, bracelets, necklaces, perfumes cad-

dices and ribands. Anne showed us a picture of a jester with his different colour cad-

dices holding up his stockings. Historic documentation of 1490 states the cross gar-

ters were one – two yards in length.  

Many different cultures were using the rigid heddle style of weaving (a hole and 

slot). She highlighted Peter Collingwood’s website referring to a picture of the Vir-

gin Mary weaving at a narrow band loom sideways on, and Joseph doing his car-

pentry at the same time. The picture is in a private collection. 

Anne explained with many facts and figures about the Dutch engine loom during the 

1560 period. It wove 4-6 adjacent ribbons activating several shuttles to work in one 

movement. 44 looms could replace 486 weavers which caused uproar and com-

plaints from most weavers. The looms were destroyed and the inventor was private-

ly strangled. 

In Manchester, Dutch Engine Looms were installed in 1660. In Coventry a 20 shut-

tle loom could make a yard of ribbon in an hour. In Coventry City during the 1830’s 

there were 6,000 to 7,000 Inkle loom workers and far more in the surrounding coun-

tryside. Glasgow was the first place for Inkle Looms to be manufactured. Yarn was 

distributed to crofters in Scotland England and Wales. When you think of the gar-

ments bonnets around at this time how they were all dressed with ribbons. 

The death of the Inkle Loom happened during the 19th Century. Inkle Looms were 

burnt and recycled into other artefacts. Braids and straps for folk costumes were still 
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needed and different style of ribbons for 

medals. 

There was a rebirth of Inkle weaving in 

the 1920’s tensioning devices were 

adapted or adopted. Table looms are less 

than a 100 years old. Anne had a table 

BOW LOOM, it was quite amazing. She 

mentioned the pegs needed edges so the 

warp threads stayed on them. Another 

point was how she achieved circular inkle 

weaving and how the shuttle is threaded 

from the same side, creating a round form. 

No more than 15 warp threads at a time. 

She spoke about fringes and different 

beaded supplementary threads. 

Anne is the author of “The Weavers Inkle 

Pattern Directory”, which is available 

from our Guild Library 

Ann Lovick gave our vote of thanks saying how we had all learnt so much from her 

talk. 

                                                                                         Mary   Drake 
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MAY 

Saturday 19th May 2018—the Royal wedding day,  not a great number of 

members, I wonder why? 

Della held News and Views and apologized for missing last meeting due to 

illness.  She confirmed Jenny’s notices from last month.  

Della also confirmed Richard will be Chairman but we will need more 

committee members as many are standing down at the AGM (See Page 4) 

As Coral was away Jenny gave the treasurers report that we are in profit. 

She also gave us a taster of the plans for the new programme. 

It was decided to order food to be delivered on Saturday morning for the 

lunches as no one was happy to take on the shopping.  We will just need 

choppers and slicers to prepare. 

Della had some more of John Arbon’s fleece for people want-

ing to take part in the Challenge  (The Garden). 

Once again we welcome another new member this Month Tori 

(Victoria) who loves spindle spinning, knitting and crochet.  

 

After an early 

lunch break Jen 

Best from 

Beaker Button 

gave us ALL a 

wonderful 

workshop on 

Dorset buttons.   

 

As we were a small group, we all participated and 

what fun is was. 

We had all admired her lovely display of buttons 

and realized there were more ways to use them. 
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Dorset Buttons 

Jen Best of Beaker Button 

Jen Best studied for an Archaeology degree with a special interest in the 

Beaker people era. 

She had learned about Dorset buttons from her Grandmother who had 

made a collection which included quite valuable ‘collectors’ examples, 

which had fired her interest.  Jen outlined the buttons history from its be-

ginnings in around 1680 by Abraham Case, who employed several thou-

sands, men, women and children.  A good button maker could make 

around 144 buttons a day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst we listened to Jen we all sat round 

the tables working at our own ‘daisy chain’ 

button,  working on a brass ring provided by 

Jen along with all the necessary bits and 

pieces.   

 

A thoroughly fun day.         

                                              
Alex McArdle 

 

Beaker Button Website Link 

 

Caroline’s completed ‘Daisy Chain’ 

 Dorset Button 

https://www.beakerbutton.co.uk/
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JUNE MEETING 

The day began with a workshop on weaving with colour. In the afternoon 

we heard a lovely talk from Alison about her journey with colour and 

weaving. 

“Freeform” Loom Weaving Workshop, Alison Crosthwaite 

Alison presented a colourful workshop on ‘freeform’ 
loom weaving at June’s Guild meeting. 

We were encouraged to warp up by simply wrapping a 
stable warp fibre such as cotton around a picture frame. 
This was the fastest warping of any loom I have ever 
done. After weaving a header in plain weave, to space the 
warps evenly, we tried to make waves by building up 
weft on one part of the warp. Using this method of build-
ing up areas of weaving it is possible to form circles and 
other shapes. Alison always weaves a flower somewhere 
in her pieces as her signature.  

Different weights and textures of yarns and fabrics are 
used to add visual interest as part of this technique. How-
ever, if the resulting cloth is to be worn, a little restraint 
in choices of fibres to weave with must be applied.  

Today we were learning a new approach so we could be 
adventurous in our choices.  

Alison had brought with her a vast array of col-
ourful hand dyed fibres for us to explore and 
every single person produced a very unique 
weaving. 
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Weaving in Colour A talk by Alison Crosthwaite 

Alison’s description of her journey in colour 

was fascinating and described using the beau-

tiful items created 

along the way.  She  

explained that she 

was getting a Saori 

loom as most of her 

work so far had 

been produced on 

rigid heddles. 

Alison uses this method of weaving on her rigid heddle loom to weave the 
most amazing cloth which she transforms into clothing and designer ob-
jects such as cushions.  

Her array of sketchbooks and fibres to weave with were a delight; packed 
with colour and texture they invited closer inspection. All her colours on 
the various fibres are hand dyed and the fibre handspun to achieve the pre-
cise effect required in the finished weaving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altogether an extremely inspiring 
and interesting workshop giving 
me the itch to go and explore 
some more… 

                               Karen Parkin 
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After her talk many people tried on her wonderful jackets and hats and studied her 

bags and cushions.  Please look on the Guild website to see the wonderful colours of 

these items. 

SCOURING WOOL to remove the grease. 

At this time of year there are many raw fleeces available and although we all have 

our own way of washing, this description of scouring wool is a good place to start if 

you have not washed a fleece before. 

STAGE ONE: Put one squirt of washing up liquid into a 2 gallon bucket, add very  

hot water, add not more than 6 ounces of wool – too much wool and it won’t scour  

properly. If scouring fleece tease it out a bit and if in skeins don’t forget to tie then  

with a figure of eight in 4 places around the skein.  Tie loosely and always handle  

the skeins by one of these ties especially when wet. Push wool under the water very 

gently so it all gets wet quickly then leave till water is cold.  Gently press wool to  

one side of bucket and pour off water pressing off as much water as possible,  
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wool can be given a short spin in a spin-dryer at this stage.  If you wish to remove 

all the grease of have a very dirty fleece repeat stage 1, otherwise go to stage two. 

STAGE TWO Fill bucket with clean warm water and add the wool; never pour  

water directly onto the wool as this can cause felting.  Leave for a while then re-

move wool from the bucket and spin.  Repeat this procedure until water runs clear.  

After the final spin dry the fleece naturally and if skeins, hang them up with a small 

weight if necessary. Do not dry in the direct sun or on heated surfaces.  

Please let me know your preferred way of washing raw fleece so we may share.  I 

remember Shoshanna telling us she never left her fleece to soak as she felt the dirty 

water made the fleece grey.  She did however always use the same temperature of 

water for washing and rinsing.     Joy Stevens 

SHOW AND TELL.   

Jenny took the “show and tell” this week and amongst 

the items was her shawl in many lovely colours which 

her friend had left over from a bigger project. 

Veronica showed us her rabbits, made for her new 

granddaughter and Coral explained her latest sample 

loom which she made for small patterns which includes 

using plant labels to make the reed!  

The mystery object, Coral picked up in an antique shop, was revealed to be 

a potato masher as she saw similar items in a museum.  

Karen showed her latest spiral Kumihimo braid necklace made especially 

for her daughter. 
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During the May half-term we tack-

led another exciting project which 

was totally new to the 8 youngsters 

who took part. We made Zhen Xian 

Bao - folded secret pockets books - 

an ancient craft of Chinese origin. It 

is based on the art of origami which 

can be very tricky but we used in-

structions for a version that used 

cutting and simple folding.  

To save time on the day, the pieces 

of paper required to produce a 15-

pocket Zhen Xian Bao had been 

precut, so that only a small number 

of short cuts (in the right places!) 

had to be completed, then careful 

folding and glueing were necessary.  

Meanwhile Ella Doney had 

made up very smart outer covers for 

the books from fabrics chosen by the 

participants, and to give the project a 

textile element, Karen Parkin 

showed them how to make a flat 

Kumihimo braid on a Marudai. The 

braid was needed to tie round the se-

cret pockets book to hold everything 

together.  

Felt pens were then used to embel-

lish and personalise the plain brown 

pockets, to be finished off at 

home. The workshop was greatly 

enjoyed by all and the youngsters 

departed thinking about what small 

treasures they might store in their 

Zhen Xian Bao. 

The Workshop Team 

News from the Youth Guild 
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A visit to Macclesfield Silk Mill 

 

On a recent journey north, severe traffic jams on the M6 gave me the excuse I have 
been looking for to engineer a visit to the silk mill museums at Macclesfield.  En-
trance to Paradise Silk Mill is by guided tour only and we were lucky enough to ar-
rive just in time for a tour with four other people, including another guild member 
who had been at the Association’s annual conference the previous weekend.   

Most histories of the silk industry in England 
begin with the arrival of French Huguenots refu-
gees to Spitalfields in London, but it turns out 
that the silk industry in Macclesfield began with 
buttons.  There are records of button making in 
Macclesfield as early as 1574, and an inventory 
in 1617 mentions raw materials, including silk, 
four gross of finished buttons and goods to the 
value of ₤3 9s 6d put forth to outworkers.  In 
1698 the corporation directed that poor children 
should be instructed in the making of buttons, as 
they could then be employed as outworkers. The 
button industry was successful because it provid-
ed a luxury item in small packages, but began to 
decline as buttons from horn became more com-
mon at the end of the 1700s.   

The early industrialised mills were based on 
silk throwing - the twisting of silk thread. The 
first such mill was built in the town by Charles 
Roe, a silk button maker, in 1743.  At first the 
thread was sent to London for weaving or sup-
plied to knitters in the east Midlands, but from 
the late 18th century weaving was increasing-
ly carried out in weavers’ homes or garrets, 
then from the 1830s in purpose-built mills 
with expensive Jacquard looms.  Paradise Mill 
dates from 1860 and housed up to 100 looms.   

The Mill still contains many of these superb Jacquard looms, together with the 
punching machines used to transfer designs to the cards.  It’s amazing to think that 
these were the forerunners of the early computers.  Although the mill no longer 
manufactures silk commercially, they have machines in operating condition taking 
you through the full process from reeling to weaving, plus a number of knitting 
looms.   
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It was fascinating to hear about the many different jobs in the factory, including: 
Silk twister - spun raw silk 
Silk drawer - drew silk from silk waste for spinning 
Silk thrower/throwster - twisted silk into thread 
Silk piecer - joined the broken threads 
Silk dresser - prepared silk for weaving 
Silk dyer - dyed the silk 
Silk weaver - wove the silk 
Silker - sewed the ends of the fabric to prevent fraying 

 
… but salutary to discover that children working in the mill 
were exempt from the 1833 Factory Act as the conditions 
in silk mills were felt to be less hazardous to children’s 
health than the cotton mills. As a result, children of eight 
years of age and upwards continued to work in silk mills 
until the 1875 Factory Act raised the minimum age to 10 
years.  

Going round 
the mill, I 
was surprised to recognise a whole 
basket of ribbon bobbins, one of the 
curiosities of Anne Dixon’s talk in 
April, and even more pleased to find 
in the Museum a ribbon loom, com-
plete with its last commission of rib-
bons and a video of the loom in oper-
ation.  Unfortunately we missed the 
Italian engineers attaching a new 
warp with their knotting on machine,  

 

but I did see one later in Bradford –  

who knew you could get a machine to tie knots!   

 

                                                            Coral  Newton 
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For more Diary Dates visit the Diary page on our website. 

 

For more information on the Events the Guild will be demonstrating at and to vol-

unteer, email Caroline, talk to her at the meeting or visit the Guild Demonstration 

Events page on our website. 

EVENTS COMING UP 2018 

 

Gathering Memories Project Exhibition 

June 30th to August 4th in Basingstoke, more info 

August 12th to 30th September in Southampton, more info 

 

AGWSD National Exhibition 2018, Textile Creations 

July 16th to 29th July, University of Strathclyde, more info 

 

New Forest Show - July 24th, 25th and 26th, Brockenhurst, more info 

 

Fibre-East - July 28th to 29th, Bedford, more info 

 

Weaving Wednesdays -August 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd,  

Hillier Gardens, Romsey, more info 

 

Little Woodham Craft Day, including HWSD demonstration,  

August 5th, more info 

 

Festival of Stitch -August 10th to 24th, Swansea, more info 

 

Southern Wool Show - September 1st, Berkshire, more info 

 

Southdowns Show -August 18th, more info 

 

Romsey Show -September 8th, more info 

https://www.hantswsd.org/diary-dates
mailto:eventshwsd@yahoo.com
https://www.hantswsd.org/2018-events-guild-demonstrations
https://gatheringmemoriesuk.wordpress.com/news/
https://gatheringmemoriesuk.wordpress.com/news/
https://www.wsd.org.uk/national-exhibition-16th-29th-july-2018-textile-creations/
https://www.newforestshow.co.uk/
http://www.fibre-east.co.uk/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/hilliergardens/whatson/events/eventdetails?id=386206
http://www.fibre-east.co.uk/
https://www.swanseafestivalofstitch.co.uk/exhibitions-dates-venues
http://www.southernwoolshow.co.uk/
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/events/south-downs-show-and-hampshire-wood-fair-p1095881
http://romseyshow.co.uk/
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HWSD PROGRAMME 2018 
 

 
 

August   No Meeting 
Volunteers always welcome for craft activities with children at 

HILLIER GARDENS 
On Wednesday afternoons 1.30 - 4pm 

August 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 
 
 
 

15
th

 September 
10am Main Hall ‘TASTER DAY’ for non-members,  

open to visitors from 11am to 3pm 
ADMISSION FREE 

 
 
 

20
th

 October  
10am WESSEX WOOLCRAFT - FIBRE DAY  

10am Compton Room Committee Meeting 
2pm Main Hall Speaker LUKE READING, Wessex Woolcraft 

 
 
 

17th November 
10:30am Main Hall ‘News & Views’ including 

The Guild Challenge Reveal 
2pm Main Hall - Speaker from Ditchling Museum 

 
 
 

1
st
 December  

10am Meet in Main Hall for Tea / Coffee 
10.30am Main Hall - Speaker MAY MARTIN  

‘Life on the Sewing Bee’ 
Followed by our own festive American Lunch 

2018 Guild Challenge, John Arbon Challenge - ‘The Garden’ 
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Official Name Contact Details  

Chairperson Della Storr Chairofhantswsd@yahoo.com 

Secretary Ruth Holzer secretaryhantswsd@yahoo.co.uk 

Treasurer Coral Newton coralnewton99@gmail.com 

Membership Karen Parkin hallweardesigns@btinternet.com 

Programme  
Organiser Jenny Crawford crawfordjenny@gmail.com  

Youth Guild 
and Library Maya Whitmarsh maya.whitmarsh@yahoo.co.uk 

Website Jo Finlow webhwsd@gmail.com 

Committee Sue Brewer info@secretgardenuk.co.uk 

Committee Ella  Doney bhb386@hotmail.com 

   

Events  
Co-ordinator Caroline Tilley eventshwsd@yahoo.com 

Newsletter  Joy Stevens pendine@gmail.com 

The deadline for articles to go in the next Newsletter is October 1st 2018  

If you are visiting exhibitions or going anywhere with interesting textile related 

activities, consider writing a short article with a photograph for the newsletter. 

www.hantswsd.org 


